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	DIRECTIVE NUMBER:   2012-06   (CPL 04)
	EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 2011  

	SUBJECT: Local Emphasis Program for the Concrete Block and Brick, Concrete Products and Ready-Mixed Concrete
 

	REGIONAL IDENTIFIER:
   Philadelphia Region III


ABSTRACT

Purpose:
This notice continues a Local Emphasis Program for the Concrete Block and Brick, Concrete Products and Ready-Mixed Concrete Industries.  

References:
CPL 04-00-001, (Procedures for Approval of Local Emphasis Programs (LEPs)

CPL 2.25 I, (Scheduling System for Program Inspections)


CPL 02-00-150, (Field Operations Manual)
Cancellations:
None.
State Impact:

None.
Action Offices:
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania Area Office.
Originating Office:
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania Area Office.
Contact:

Robert Szymanski, Area Director

Pittsburgh Area Office

Federal Building, Room 1428
1000 Liberty Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA  15222-4101
By and Under the Authority of

William A. Burke
Acting Regional Administrator
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Concrete Block and Brick, Concrete Products and

Ready-Mixed Concrete Industries LEP
I.
Purpose.  This notice continues a Local Emphasis Program for the Concrete Block and Brick, Concrete Products, and Ready-Mixed Concrete industries.

II.

Scope.  This notice applies to the Pittsburgh Area Office.

III.
References.  Procedures for Approval of Local Emphasis Programs (LEPs) (CPL 04-00-001 (CPL 2-0.102A), Scheduling System for Programmed Inspections (CPL 2.25 I), and the Field Operations Manual (CPL 02-00-150)
IV.

Expiration.  This notice expires on September 30, 2012.

V.

Action Information.



A. 
Responsible Office:
Pittsburgh Area Office



B.
Action Office:

Pittsburgh Area Office



C.
Information Office:
Philadelphia Regional Office

VI.
Action.  OSHA compliance personnel shall ensure that the procedures contained in this notice, and the referenced directives, are followed in conducting the LEP Program for the standards encountered in the above-referenced industries.

VII.
Background.   Implementation of this LEP will help OSHA achieve its strategic objective of reducing occupational exposure to crystalline silica and subsequent cases of silicosis and lung cancer.  OSHA, through its Special Emphasis Program for Silicosis, has identified SIC codes 327 as being industries in which overexposure to crystalline silica can be expected.  Further, air sampling conducted by OSHA and NIOSH at these manufacturing facilities has shown overexposure to crystalline silica is likely during certain high-risk tasks during various concrete manufacturing tasks.  These high risk tasks include, but are not limited to:  concrete aggregate preparation and milling; concrete mold preparation and forming activities, concrete block and building product forming; concrete form stripping and chipping; concrete and brick aggregate mixing operations; mold removal operations; concrete, brick and building block surface grinding; rock drilling; sandblasting of surfaces and abrasive blasting of concrete (regardless of the abrasive used); concrete grooving and clean-up of concrete dust.  

Additionally, previous inspection history in these manufacturing operations have found that workers continue to be exposed to numerous serious safety hazards such as, but not limited to, lock-out/tagout hazards, amputation and other point of operation machine guarding hazards, electrical hazards, struck-by heavy equipment, confined space, Hazard Communication and other hazards associated with material handling.  Implementation of this LEP will help to reduce exposure to these serious safety hazards.
VIII.
Procedures.  This Local Emphasis Program includes two major field activities: site selection and inspection.

A.
Site Selection: The following procedures will be used to develop a roster from which inspections will be conducted:

1. A list of establishments located in the jurisdiction of the Pittsburgh Area Office with activities in the following four-digit SIC codes will be obtained from the OSHA Office of Statistics:

a. 3271 Concrete block and brick

b. 3272 Concrete products, except block and brick

c. 3273 Ready-mix concrete

2. The list of establishments obtained from the Office of Statistics will be supplemented with any additional establishments listed in the most recent copy of the “Harris Directory” to create a master list.
3. All establishments with 10 or fewer employees will be deleted along with any establishments that have received a comprehensive inspection within the last three (3) years.

4. The establishments will be listed alphabetically then consecutively numbered.  A random number table will be applied to this master list to develop an inspection register based on the number of inspections the Area Office plans to conduct during the fiscal year.

B.  Inspection Procedures. Establishments on the inspection register can be inspected in any order that makes efficient use of resources.  When all of the establishments on a register are completed, subsequent registers may be prepared in the same way.  Inspections conducted under this Local Emphasis Program initiative will be scheduled and conducted pursuant to the following procedures.  Inspections shall concentrate on areas in the establishments where health hazards would reasonably exist.  Additionally, hazards associated with lockout/tag-out, confined space, and Hazard Communication will also be evaluated.
1.  Upon entering the facility, the CSHO will verify the SIC Code of the establishment.  If the SIC Code is not one of those shown in the above paragraph, the CSHO will exit the facility and code the OSHA-1 “No Inspection”.
2.  If the employer had 10 or less employees (total from all of employer’s establishments) at all times during the previous 12 months, the CSHO will provide the establishment information on how to obtain the OSHA consultation service, exit the facility and code the OSHA-1 “No Inspection”.

3.  If the establishment is properly classified and the employer has had 11 or more employees, the CSHO will proceed with a “Comprehensive” inspection.  The inspection will focus on hazards including, but not limited to, those associated with machine guarding, lockout/tag-out, confined space entry, respiratory protection, silica dust exposure, confined space and Hazard Communication.

IX.
Recording in IMIS.  This IMIS identified code to be used in item 25c on the OSHA-1 will be “CONCRETE.”

X.
Evaluation.  No later than October 31, 2012, the Pittsburgh Area Office will prepare a written evaluation of this LEP in the format specified by OSHA Instruction CPL 04-00-001 (CPL 2-0.102A, Appendix A).
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