
Trenching and Excavation 
Safety Resources

OSHA.gov/trenching

Training Materials

•	 Hazard Communication Tool Box Talk
•	 Excavator Operation Best Practices - Supervisory Personnel, Operators, Workers
•	 Excavator Operation Best Practices - Supervisory Personnel
•	 Excavator Operation Best Practices - For Operators

Posters & Visuals

•	 Protect Workers in Trenches - English
•	 Protect Workers in Trenches - Spanish
•	 Trenching Safety: 5 Things You Should Know to Stay Safe

Quick Reference Materials

•	 OSHA Alert - Trench Collapses Can Be Deadly
•	 Quick Card - Working Safely in Trenches
•	 OSHA Fact Sheet - Trenching and Excavation Safety

Publications

•	 Trenching & Excavation Safety Publication 
OSHA 2226-10R, 2016

Enforcement

•	 OSHA National Emphasis Program on Trenching & Excavation

Videos

•	 5 Things You Should Know to Stay Safe in a Trench
•	 Excavations in Construction: Trenching
•	 Excavations in Construction: Soil Classification

https://OSHA.gov/trenching-excavation
https://www.americanpipeline.org/images/safetyzone/ToolBox/English/HazardCommunication.pdf
https://www.americanpipeline.org/images/safetyzone/BestPractices/English/ExcavatorOperation.pdf
https://www.americanpipeline.org/images/safetyzone/BestPractices/English/ExcavAndTrenching_Supervisory.pdf
https://www.americanpipeline.org/images/safetyzone/BestPractices/English/ExcavAndTrenching_Operators.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/3215_trench_poster_eng.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/3255_trench_poster_sp.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3974.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3971.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/trench_safety_tips_card.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/trench_excavation_fs.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/osha2226.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/enforcement/directives/CPL-02-00-161_0.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zV-sVn_AUEM
https://www.osha.gov/vtools/construction/trench-fnl-eng-web
https://www.osha.gov/vtools/construction/soil-testing-fnl-eng-web

