
Hierarchy of Control in the Use of 
Chemicals in the Nail Salon

ELIMINATION
  (Remove the danger) For example: Removing the chemical 
  hazard in the nail salon means removing toxic chemicals 
  completely and using only proven non-toxic products. 

SUBSTITION 
  (Substitute the product for one less dangerous) For 
  example: Replace nail polish containing the "toxic trio" 
  (dibutyl phthalate, toluene and formaldehyde) with polishes 
  that are "3-Free". 

ENGINEERING CONTROLS
   (Isolate people from danger by redesigning equipment 
   and/or work environment) For example: Health and safety
   trainings that include how to transfer and distinguish 
   chemicals.

ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROLS
   (Train workers or change the way of working) For example: 
   Health and safety trainings that include how to transfer 
   and mark chemicals safely with proper labels. 

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

(Protect workers with good equipment) For example: 
Always wear gloves, eye protection and respirators 
when the job requires it.
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This material was produced under grant number SH6-28648SH6 from the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration, U.S. Department of Labor. It does not necessarily reflect the views or policies of 
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imply endorsement by the U.S. Government.




