
 

What is the 
environmental impact 
of a manicure? 

 
 
 
 
 

Energy is used to: 
 
 

•  manufacture nail polishes, bottles, 
cuticle clippers, plastic bags, and  
other products 

•  deliver products to the store 
•  light the nail salon 

 
 
 

Chemicals and Materials are used to: 
 
 

•  manufacture nail polishes and other products 
 
 
 

Water is used to: 
 
 

•  manufacture nail polishes and 
other products 

•  wash hands and flush the toilet            
at the salon 

 
 
 
 

 



Health Effects can occur 
when: 

 
 

•  workers are exposed to 
chemicals during the 
manufacture of nail polishes 
and other products 

•  nail salon customers 
and workers are exposed 
to chemicals during 
a manicure 

 
 

Air and Water 
 

Pollution is created: 
 
 

•  during the manufacture of 
polishes and other products 

•  when used products are 
thrown in the landfill 

 

 
 
 

What is the environmental impact of pedicures? 
 

Acrylic nails? 
 
 

These environmental impacts add up when 
you think of all the nail salon services that 

are done each year across the state. 
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