
How can you be safe with cords?

m	 Look over each cord 
carefully before using it. 
If a cord is damaged, or if 
it is missing its grounding 
pin, mark it clearly so that 
nobody uses it.
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Water is a good conductor 
of electricity. Never use 
equipment while standing in 
water nor pass a cord through 
standing water.
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m	 Only use equipment 
with a cord that has 
three prongs and double 
insulation.

m	 Never use adapters, 
multi-plugs, or 
surge protectors in 
construction sites 
(instead of these, use 
GFCI).

“Electrical safety is not just for electricians. All 
workers should understand the dangers of working 
near electricity.” 

—sergio JuÁrez 
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And what about overhead power lines?

ElEctricAL HAZARDS
What are the most common electrical 
hazards on construction sites?
m	 Faulty grounding

m	 Exposed electrical equipment

m	 Inadequate electrical installation

m	 Overhead power lines

m	 Overcharged circuits

m	 Wet conditions

m	 Damaged tools or equipment

m	 Inspect construction sites for 
overhead power lines before 
beginning to work.

m	 Maintain at least 10 feet (over 
3 meters) of distance between 
all equipment and overhead 
power lines.

Electrical cables should always 
be examined before using 
the equipment to ensure that 
it has not been damaged or 
modified.

Is electricity dangerous? …Yes!

m	 Contact with electricity 
is a great risk in 
construction sites.

m	 The most common 
cause of death 
related to electricity 
in the workplace is 
the incorrect use of 
extension cords, or a 
damaged extension 
cords.

m	 Workers at high stations 
that make contact with 
electricity can fall, which 
can result in grave injury 
or even death.

Electricity is a common 
part of all of our lives, but 
sometimes because it’s so 
common, we don’t treat it with 
the necessary precautions.
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