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Medical surveillance requirements in health standards—such as the use of screening tools—are 
designed primarily to detect onset of adverse health effects so that appropriate intervention 
measures can be taken. The chest x-ray (CXR) is currently required in certain OSHA standards 
as a screening tool to detect lung cancer; however, recent scientific evidence and professional 
opinion do not support use of CXRs to detect lung cancer due to lack of efficacy, thereby 
subjecting workers to unnecessary radiation exposure. Even though other screening methods are 
currently available, there is no clear suitable replacement tool to screen for lung cancer (i.e., one 
that has been shown to significantly reduce lung cancer mortality). 
 
Several OSHA standards also require CXR as an effective screening technique to detect non-
lung cancer health outcomes, and OSHA is not removing the CXR requirements from these 
standards. However, where CXR is retained, OSHA is considering modernizing its standards to 
align with current medical practice guidelines. Chiefly, this includes updating OSHA standards 
to permit the use of digital radiography when appropriate; and allowing equivalent diagnostic 
studies as acceptable options at the discretion of occupational physicians. This proposal 
recognizes that the International Labour Organisation recently developed standard reference 
images for classifying digital radiographs that would allow NIOSH-certified B-readers, board 
eligible/certified radiologists, or experienced physicians with known expertise in 
pneumoconiosis to interpret and classify digital CXRs. 
 
The attached table shows modifications—either removing or updating CXR requirements—that 
OSHA is considering for several standards. Those of particular importance to the construction 
industry are displayed in bold font below. 
 
Remove CXR requirements   Update CXR requirements     
1910.1027 Cadmium    1910.1001 Asbestos 
1926.1127 Cadmium (construction) 1926.1101 Asbestos (construction) 
1910.1029 Coke oven emissions  1915.1001 Asbestos (shipyards) 
1910.1045 Acrylonitrile   
1910.1018 Inorganic arsenic 
 
 
 
 


