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Summary of Findings and Recommendations
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Findings Recommendations

1 For health inspections, OR-OSHA averaged 66 days from opening 
conference to citation issuance.  This is nine days (16%) longer than the 
corresponding national average of 57 days, but also represents a two-
day (3%) decrease in lapse time in comparison to the state’s average 
health lapse time of 68 days in FY 2008.  While OSHA commends OR-
OSHA for reducing its health lapse time by three percent, additional 
reduction is needed.

Take remedial actions to reduce the average health 
lapse time.  This is a repeat recommendation
(p.10).

2 OSHA’s average gravity-based penalty [GBP] was about 3.4 times 
higher than Oregon OSHA’s [$2,323 vs. $675]. Most of the disparity 
between OR-OSHA’s penalties and those of OSHA can be attributed to 
the state’s low gravity-based penalties for low-probability serious 
hazards.  After penalty adjustment factors were applied, the gap 
between state and federal penalties narrowed though the disparity 
remained significant [$1,046 vs. $435, 2.4 times greater].

Increase gravity-based penalty amounts 
significantly in order to encourage employer 
voluntary compliance and to serve as a strong 
deterrent. Make policy adjustments to raise penalty 
averages for serious violations (p.12).


