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The proposed standard would have 
different impacts on employers using 
respirators to comply with OSHA 
substance-specific standards than for 
employers using respirators for other 
purposes. Therefore, OSHA used 
findings from the NIOSH–BLS survey of 
establishments that reported respirator 

use, by general respirator class, for 
protection against specific substances 
(see Table VI–3). OSHA applied these 
numbers to all respirator users and 
establishments within the industries 
that make up each sector to derive 
substance-specific estimates of 
respirator use. For those section 6(b)(5) 

substances not reported by NIOSH, 
OSHA used expert judgments of a 
consultant with experience in the 
respirator industry to estimate the 
percentage of establishments and 
employees that use respirators for 
protection against these chemicals (Ex. 
6–2) (see Table VI–3).
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